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tional stability is undercut by uncertainty, opportunism, and the overaw-
ing figure of Oliver Cromwell, who in both his presence and absence
was the determining element of the decade.

Little and Smith have made a valuable contribution to our revised
understanding the 1650s, and to our appreciation of the work of parlia-
ments in general. No aspect of English social, economic, legal, cultural,
and intellectual history can be understood without them; they are both
the starting and the end points of all interdisciplinary studies for this pe-
riod. Nonetheless, a fuller synthesis of the protectoral parliaments awaits.
Little and Smith themselves note the primary task of editing that remains
to make the parliamentary records of the 1650s as accessible in scholarly
editions as those of earlier parliaments were by the now-abandoned Yale
Center for Parliamentary History. Hopefully, the History of Parliament
Trust, which has picked up Yale’s unfinished work on the Parliament of
1624, will proceed with the parliaments of the Revolution as well.

Robert Zaller
Drexel University
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The so-called “Red Lady” of Paviland in Southwest Wales came to light
in 1825. Soon, William Buckland, an eccentric geologist from Oxford
University, declared the remains to be those of a Roman tax collector
buried with some of his receipts. Bones and Ochre tells the convoluted
story of the Paviland remains, recently the subject of rigorous multi-
disciplinary analysis. Sommer’s “biography” of Paviland is a microcosm
of debates about human evolution spanning nearly two centuries. She
asks, “How can the same set of bones be read consecutively as postdilu-
vian tax man, female witch or prostitute of Ancient British times, male
Cro-Magnon hunter of the Aurignacian Paleolithic, and male shaman or
hero of the Gravettian culture?” (I). Her biographical answer revolves
around two major scientific personalities and the multidisciplinary re-
search of recent decades.

Part I describes how Buckland, given to describing nature as a his-
torical romance, tried to reconcile science and religious dogma. He first
described the Paviland skeleton as that of an excise man, then changed
its sex to female, the remains of a woman who dealt in witchcraft. Buck-
land died before the scientific acceptance of human antiquity in 1859
and sought to interpret Paviland within the context of the scientific
knowledge of his day. He also passed away before the epochal Cro-
Magnon discoveries of Edouard Lartet and Henry Christy in the Dor-
dogne, which placed the study of prehistory on a new footing.

From Buckland, Sommer moves to another eccentric figure from
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Oxford, William Sollas, a geologist who came to archaeology and an-
thropology later in his career. He is best known for his Ancient Hunters
and Their Modern Representatives (London, 1924), in which he compared
the Cro-Magnons of southwestern France with the Eskimo. He consid-
ered Cro-Magnons the first truly modern humans and Paviland as one of
them, a member of the Aurignacian culture, declaring that the bones
were those of a man, not a woman.

Sommer calls the multidisciplinary study of the Paviland remains
under Stephen Aldhouse-Green a happy ending. This project, which
began in 1995 and saw publication in 2000, involved both re-excavation
of the cave and a reanalysis of the bones and associated artifacts. Paviland
was dated to at least 26,000 radiocarbon years ago, and mitochondrial
DNA linked the skeleton to the commonest extant lineage in Europe.
Sommer evaluates the multidisciplinary research, describes the varying
interpretations of the burial, and points out that most of the specialists
worked alone without consulting other members of the team, calling
into question the multidisciplinarity of the research to some extent. Her
“biography” is a reminder that most major archaeological finds have
complex histories, which have close ties to the scientific debates of the
day.

Research continues; the Paviland skeleton is being reappraised.
New dates place the burial at about 31,000 years ago, one of the earliest
modern human interments in Europe. In the meantime, Sommer offers
a timely and comprehensive assessment of Paviland that will be invalu-
able for future researchers.

Brian Fagan
University of California, Santa Barbara

Grand Designs: Labor, Empire, and the Museum in Victorian Culture. By
Lara Kriegel (Durham, Duke University Press, 2007) 305 pp. $84.95
cloth $23.95 paper

Despite the title, Kriegel’s ambitious book deals with the South
Kensington Museum from its founding to its later incarnation as the
V&A. Museums are a rich and complex resource; Kriegel brings histo-
ries of labor and design education together with current debates in mu-
seum studies. She aims to locate this museum within the concerns of
market capitalism, industrialization, and democratization; her topics in-
clude taste making, empire (at least, British India), consumerism, and in-
ternational tourism. This sometimes difficult mix is held together by
artisanal concerns. With a lively narrative style, Kriegel marshals an im-
pressive array of archival and periodical sources to reveal relationships
between the museum; the British government’s initial concerns with de-
sign education, trade, and national taste; the empowering of artisanal de-
signers; and the museum’s changing identities. Her visual resources in-



